CHAPTER VIII
Rebellion and Plots
While Drake and his fellow seamen were thus
ravaging and plundering, Philip, made almost
frantic by the raids, had meanwhile been driven
to try to hit back. Elizabeth officially kept on
good terms, and her government did nothing to
provoke open war. What the seamen did was
their private affair, and the Queen's government
could neither save them if they were captured
nor be made responsible for them.
But ai%a%^^abeth had seized the Spanish
gold lying in port a? rlymouth in 1568 Philip
determined that he, too, would see what could be
done " unofficially ".
He decided he must carry the war into Eliza-
beth's camp. If she attacked his trade he would
stir up trouble for her in her own country. So he
encouraged the plot which was now forming in
England by some who wishefl to rebel.
The Rebellion of the North, as it is called,
had as its aim the restoration of the Catholic
religion in England. This was the open intention
of most of the plotters. But, though at first they
did not say so, this must mean that Elizabeth
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